Late recurrence of malignant melanoma mimicking primary peritoneal cancer.
Malignant melanoma is an extremely malignant tumor with an unpredictable metastatic profile with variable periods of remission. A 41-year-old woman presented with recurrent malignant melanoma which had clinical features of an acute state mimicking primary peritoneal cancer. The case was an unusual recurrence of malignant melanoma occurring seven years after diagnosis and treatment of malignant melanoma in the patient's arm. The diagnosis was established postoperatively by immunohistochemistry. A variety of imaging methods and pathological methods, including an exploratory laparotomy, may be necessary in cases of patients suspecting primary peritoneal cancer with a previous history of melanoma with possible metastatic dissemination. Urgent diagnosis and treatment of these patients seems to be critical.